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Creston Advisory Body  Recommendation___
Chairperson: Sheila Lyons,  805-239-0917,  P.O. Box 174 Creston CA 93432,  salyons@airspeedwireless.net                          

From: Date: 3/20/2016

Area #6 Representative

Ralph Richards

805-226-9364  or   ralphlrichards@msn.com 

To:      Holly Phipps, North County Planning and Building,                                                                                

805-781-1162, hphipps@co.slo.ca.us 

Project Specifics:

Goodrow

440acres off Hwy #58, Creston
DRC2015-00086 GOODROW North County E-Referral, CUP, Creston

Increase in daily trips through the town of Creston and removal of 10% food 

waste limit for composting operation.   State of CA is pushing to reduce the 

amount of materials going into landfills so putting more food waste into 

composting operations seems a logical step.

Dates:

Presented to CAB on March 16, 2016 by Wayne Hall, representative for Brad 

Goodrow, owner of compost operation.   Both present to answer questions.

Specific Issues: 

a. Daily trips from Templeton to the composting site on Hwy 58 will triple going 

from 4 round trips (RT) to 12 RTs.  These are semi trucks with trailers.  

Report at last CAB meeting from SLOCOG informed us that the money 

available for road maintenance and improvements was severely limited.    

Brad Goodrow stated that he pays road impact fees to cover the wear and 

tear his trucks put on the roads.   Wayne Hall stated that currently the trucks 

only make 3 RT per day and mentioned that unless they can get more 

composting materials the number of trips is not likely to reach the 12 RTs 

being requested.   Trips are all made between 7 am and 4 pm.   It was noted 

that if 12 RTs are allowed it would be one truck through the small town of 

Creston every 17.5 minutes.   That is a lot.   Response from Wayne Hall was 

that the number of trucks varies throughout the year.   Sometimes they have 

trouble getting enough material to compost.   It all comes primarily from the 

Templeton recycling site.   Their primarily customers are vineyards and the 

final composted product is delivered in the months of Oct/Nov/Dec since that 

is when they want it.   Therefore there are more trips in those months and 

less in other months.

b. The route the trucks take is primarily from Templeton, out El Pomar, Cripple 

Creek, Hwy 41, Webster Rd into Creston, on to O’Donovan out to Hwy 58.   

This takes the trucks past the school and church.   Residents on O’Donovan 

and along Hwy 41 sent objections to Chairperson Sheila Lyons regarding the 

noise and rumbling that occur when these trucks pass.  Sheila asked if it was 
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possible for the trucks to take an alternate route.  Wayne stated that the 

trucks coming to the compost site almost always take the route through 

Creston but those leaving the site go in multiple directions because the 

customers (primarily local vineyards) are in different places.   

c. A request is being made to remove of the 10% food waste limit on the 

composting operation.   Ralph Richards is a neighbor located immediately 

adjacent to the composting site.   He stated that there is rarely any smell 

emanating from the site, only on very hot days when the wind blows a certain 

direction.   He has no objections to the increased use of the amount of food 

waste.   Sheila did some on line research and found that compost operations 

can use up to 65% green waste (food waste) to make their product.   In fact 

the change would improve the final product from the site.

d. There were questions about the operations that occur on the site.   It appears 

that the process used on the site to make compost is state of the art using 

ventilation pipes beneath the piles and very little water.

e. There was a question from the public as to whether sewer sludge could be 

added to the compost.   The answer was an emphatic “No!”  followed by that 

is actually illegal.

Conclusions: 

The C.A.B. supports the new planned expansion of operations as it will result in 

less material in the landfills and a better final compost product.   No objections 

from the project’s immediate neighbors.   Consideration of alternate routes for 

the trucks is recommended if the number of trips gets to be too much since the 

trucks go through our small town and right past the school and church.

Final Vote:

All seven members present voted in favor of the expansion. 

Signatures: (may be more than one area affected)

Area #6 Rep. Ralph Richards     ______Ralph Richards________________

 

Area [#] Rep.  ____________NA__________

Chairperson,    Sheila Lyons  __________Sheila Lyons___________
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